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Lucca, called in this age Lucca the Industrious, the home of
olive oil; the Duchy of Parma; the Duchy of Modena; the
Grand Duchy of Tuscany; the States of the Church (or the
Pope's Temporal Dominion), which nearly surrounded Tus-
cany, and extended from the Venetian frontier on the north
to the Neapolitan frontier on the south; lastly, the Kingdom
of Naples, including the * boot' of Italy and the island of
Sicily, the whole often called "the Kingdom of the Two
Sicilies." In the sixteenth century a battleground for the
rivalry of Valois and Habsburg, and in the first half of the
eighteenth of Bourbon and Habsburg, Italy after 1750 was
tranquil under the divided protectorate of the Spanish and
Austrian branches of those two families. The Austrian Emperor
held Lombardy, and his brother was Grand Duke of Tuscany;
cadet branches of the Spanish Bourbons had the Duchy of
Parma and the Kingdom of Naples. The Pope's slumberous
territories were the greater part of the middle of Italy, and
had the advantage of large revenues coming in from the rest
of the Roman Catholic world until 1773. With the fall of the
Jesuit Order in that year many of the external sources of Papal
revenue are said to have stopped. Taken as a whole, Italy was
probably the happiest country on the continent of Europe in
the eighteenth century. The home of Harlequin and Colum-
bine, of the innocent marionettes Punch and Judy, of the light
comedy and the care-free opera, Italy was to title people of
the kte eighteenth century what the Preach Riviera was to
the people of the kte nineteenth. The gazetteer coofctocfes:
It is a fine, fruitful country, producing the comforts and
luxuries of life in great abundance; and, with great justice, is
called the Garden of Europe. The religion of the Italians is
Roman Catholic; but persons of all religions live unmolested
in Italy, provided no gross insult is offered to their worship.
Italy has produced some very great men, in literature and the
fine arts, but at present the genius of Italy, with respect to
arts and sciences, seems to have migrated to other countries.1
Rousseau noticed one drawback to the attractiveness of Italy
1 Salmon, The Modern Gazetteer (London, 1773), «?« " Italy."

